T he newly revised AIBS Mission Statement declares that the organization's primary goal is to facilitate communication and interaction both among biologists and between biologists and others. BioScience has a vital part to play in this endeavor. The proliferation of our species ensures that biological sciences will become ever more important as our impact on organisms of all types grows. No reader of this publication is unaware of the multiple stresses that our species places on the ecosystems we rely upon. The spread of Homo sapiens means we can no longer be confident that nature will always provide.
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